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From the  Editor, 

Kia Ora, to all and welcome to any of you who are new to our New Zealand Network of 

Messy Churches. 

I see a few  Messy Church birthdays popping up on Facebook from time to time, so well 

done to all those Messy Churches who have had celebrations  recently. Happy birthday! 

Our Messy Church family continues to grow here in New Zealand and like any family some 

members find life easier than others. One of the important things about ‘family’ is that we 

face life together, celebrating in the good and  loving, supporting and encouraging 

through the tough times. That’s what these newsletters are for, along with engaging with 

Regional Co-ordinators, and neighbouring Messy Churches and our National Conferences.  

 Earlier this year 6  of ‘our family ‘members travelled on an OE to  the International Messy 

Church Conference  in the UK. They have returned  with great enthusiasm, and are keen 

to share  some pearls of wisdom, having secured some international speakers for our own 

2020 conferences on their return. 

These conferences are intended for the encouragement,  support and  learning for any of 

your team members, from teenagers to the octogenarian.   

Just as in child development, Messy Churches have many phases of exploration, question-

ing, success and failure while making sense of the way forward as concepts and             

understandings increase in our brains.  As children are exposed to new things  there is 

always  opportunity for new synapses to form and grow in their brain and so too for 

Messy Churches. If we allow ourselves to be exposed to new things,  and learn from     

opportunities to try, try and try again when things slip up,  we will begin to flourish       

especially with the love and support of ‘family’.  

We are  now well underway planning both conferences  to give the greatest opportunity 
for Messy Church teams from all around the country to attend .  

 

North Island—Keswick Christian Camp Holden’s Bay Rotorua  14th -15 th February 

South Island –All Soul’s Merivale Christchurch 21st—22nd Frbruary 

 

 More info available in this newsletter and Registration  soon available on the website.  

See you at  our conferences 2020 (Family Reunions)  

Shalom,  

Carrole Lewis  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The International Messy Church Conference 2019 

High Leigh Conference Centre in Hertfordshire in the United Kingdom (UK) has 

provided Christian hospitality for over 90 years.  Set in 40 in acres of lawns, park-

land and woodland it was a wonderful setting for those of us attending the Messy 

Church International Conference.  Over 200 delegates from all parts of the world 

attended.  We were amazed to learn that Messy Church in its relatively short life 

span has spread to over 30 countries around the world. 

New Zealand delegates included Bishop Andrew Hedge, Alex and Jocelyn  Czer-

wonka. Richard and Diane Stevens and Mary Addison. Richard is the chairperson 

for the Messy Church National Team, of which I am a member.  

Lucy Moore the founder of Messy Church reminded us  that Messy Church is not 

named because of the ‘mess’ we make at church, but rather because our lives and 

world are messy, it is a place where people can discover the transformational love 

of Christ in this messy world.   

Another speaker, Clare Dalpra reported back on a 2 year study of Messy Churches 

in the UK entitled ‘Playfully Serious -  How Messy Churches create new space for 

faith’.   Between 2017-2018 the Church Army’s Research Unit in the UK was           

commissioned by the Archbishops Council to look at the effectiveness and          

challenges of Messy Church in England.  Playfully Serious shows how Messy Church 

is not just a bit of fun, but how it reaches people who were previously not             

attending church.  The report highlighted the significance of Messy Church for    

discipleship and developing lay leadership.  It showed the Messy Churches that are 

most effective are those set up as new ‘congregations’ and develop as church    

together, rather than some that set up Messy Church as an outreach with the hope 

it will grow their traditional church.  The report is a valuable read for vestry’s and 

churches considering or already doing Messy Church.   Copies are available by 

Google  search: Church Army> Playfully Serious >Messy Church>UK 



. 

 

 

It was interesting to talk and share with people from all over the world who en-

counter the same critical comments about Messy Church, such as ‘when are people 

going to start coming to real church’ or ‘it’s not really church’.  However, Messy 

Church is a fresh expression of church that is reaching today’s generations. It is a 

church where baptisms and confirmations happen.  It is a church where people 

gather, break bread together, hear the word of God and learn to be disciples.  It is 

a church where lay people grow as leaders, where the gospel is gossiped, and 

where older people learn from younger people and younger people learn from 

those older.  

 The conference wasn’t just about reports and presentations, there were             

numerous workshops to attend, creative prayer spaces, ‘bring and share’             

opportunities, celebration times, messy crafts, games and activities and times to 

share our stories. 

Having said our goodbyes we all left so much the richer for the experience and the 

knowledge that we were part of a world-wide Messy Church family that is making a 

huge impact sharing the gospel in many different countries.   

For me, the greatest message that came across very strongly was that ‘Messy 

Church is working!’   

Jocelyn Czerwonka 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet Ollie and Oscar, the Messy Church Kiwi Ambassador’s 

Why Messy Church Kiwi’s you might ask? 

I’ve had times when I have despaired about our ability to nurture children and    

families in the Christian faith.  It’s not just me, there have been many books writ-

ten, many seminars and workshops held, many discussions, much prayer and      

anguish!  What is unquestionable is the dedication, desire and faithful commitment 

of many who want to see our faith passed on.  Ollie the Messy Church Kiwi joined 

us for our overseas travel to the Messy Church International Conference in the 

United Kingdom and is a constant reminder to me that with God’s help and the 

dedication of faithful Christians, anything is possible.  On our return, his cousin 

‘Oscar’ popped up in Wellington and asked to be a Messy Church ambassador too.   

Did you know that only 5% of kiwi chicks survive in the wild?  Our most common 

kiwi species, the brown kiwi is declining by about 2-3% per year.  Kiwi conservation 

experts believe that without ongoing support the brown kiwi will be extinct in the 

wild within 2 generations.   

As a response kiwi hatchery’s and creches have been set up  around New Zealand.  

Kiwi eggs are rescued from the wild and brought to the hatchery’s where they are 

incubated and hatched.  The young kiwi chicks are then nurtured and cared for  

until they reach a certain weight and are strong enough to survive in the wild.  It 

can be a ‘messy’ business as one of our young people discovered when she         

volunteered at a Kiwi hatchery  squashing worms for food and cleaning up kiwi 

poo were all part of the job.   

While Messy Church may not be so extreme in its ‘mess’, the mere mention of the 

words ‘messy church’ have some people squirming in their seats.    

 



 

 

After visiting a Kiwi Creche myself with a group of young people a couple of 

years ago, we learned just how tough and messy it is to save our endangered birds.  

Hardy kiwi rangers and volunteers will set off any time of the day and night, scaling 

steep hills, pushing through bush and wild blackberry in order to collect the eggs at 

the appropriate time and carefully transport them to the nearest hatchery. Thanks 

to the care and dedication of these wonderful Kiwi conservationists our national 

bird may survive.   

Likewise, it is the hard work and dedication of many faithful Christians involved in 

ministry to children, youth and families  that have seen us continue to pass on the 

gospel.  Sometimes we need to think outside the square, outside of our comfort 

zones and be prepared for the scratches and bruises of finding our way through 

the unmapped path ahead to find successful ways to develop the ‘creches and 

hatchery’s’ to successfully nurture others in faith.  It can be messy, it can be tough, 

it can be very different to what we have known before, but praise God that we 

have people prepared to tough it out, to get messy, to try something new and go 

the extra mile to grow new congregations to plant Messy Churches, and to pass on 

the taonga (treasure) of the Gospel of Christ.   

 

So, from time to time you will see Ollie and Oscar, the Messy Church Kiwis pop up 

around the country, on our website and on Facebook.  May they be a reminder to 

us all that the work of serving Christ is what we are called to do, despite the    

messy-ness and challenges we may face.  

Jocelyn Czerwonka 

 



 

 

 We have had several enquiries about sharing our  planning resources and we are  

looking into  getting that set up on our website for people to access. If you have run a 

really successful Messy Church session and would be happy to share it with others we 

would love to spread the word.  

 Can I encourage you to send me  ‘snipits’ of conversations,  discoveries or ‘out of the 

mouths of babes ‘ (or grandpa’s) stories that have been of encouragement to you or 

your team.  

 Have you visited another Messy Church? Lets share our stories! 

Diane  shares her story. 

Visit to Chinese Anglican Mission Messy Church 

Balloons awaited us as we walked up the drive to this Messy Church. There was an air of 
excitement. We were given a warm welcome at the door and then joined in the             
interesting activities provided, all based on the theme. It was great to be on the other 

side of Messy Church, not involved with the organisation and so we could just have 
fun.  

The theme was the story of “The Wise Man and the Foolish Man” found in the     
gospel of Matthew. Giant Jenga was very popular with very tall towers being built 
and also a formation like dominoes where there is a chain reaction and the blocks 
all fall over.  

We enjoyed decorating rocks, making a not too stable house out of biscuits and 
icing and some rock shaped cupcakes.  The story was fun, followed by the well 
known song with actions- “The wise man built his house upon the rock”. 

The highlight of the meal was a chocolate fountain with yummy things to dip into 
the mixture.  

Oscar came with us and had a great time. A number of children and adults wanted to hold 
him and help him join in.  

How good it was to visit another Messy Church working in a different context with      
people of a different culture but still using the same core values. The best part is that we 
know we are all working for the same purpose to bring people into God's kingdom.  

We recommend visiting other Messy Churches to encourage them and be inspired! We 
are all in this together! 

Diane Stevens (Wellington Regional Co-ordinator) 

A word From Ollie!  

How wonderful to have a Messy Church family from the UK visit St Barnabas 
Messy Church in Ngongotaha, Rotorua. So special to be part of the International 



 

We would like to encourage a regular book review in 

our newsletters. Jocelyn has  provided us with her thoughts 

on this fantastic book. 

 

 

 

Messy Church 3 

 

 

 

 

Here is another wonderful book to add to your Messy Church resources and 

tool kit!   Messy Church 3 is written by Lucy Moore, founder of Messy Church 

in the UK.  Here are 15 sessions that you will be excited to work with includ-

ing Money matters, Healthy body, healthy soul, A New Start, The Lords  

Prayer, Easter, Christmas and more.  Each session has 10 ‘simple theme     

related craft activities’ which I guess adds up to 150 activities to add to your 

tool kit.   

As Chris Barnett (Centre for Theology and Ministry, Uniting Church in       

Australia) in his forward:  In addition to providing wonderful resources, Messy 

Church 3 creatively addresses many of the questions that arise when churches 

embark upon the experience of Messy Church adventure.   

Messy Church 3 is available from:  https://www.brfonline.org.uk 

Also available from our Library. (diane@messychurch.nz)  

 

Website:  

Our website is currently being updated so we can have book reviews and 

shared stories and plans available to access for your use.  

Watch this space! 

 

 

https://www.brfonline.org.uk


 

 

 

Messy Church New Zealand  

                          National Conferences  2020  

 

We are excited to announce confirmation of both Dr Dave Gregory and Rev’d Greg Ross 

as our two international speakers for both of these conferences. 

 

 Rev Dr Dave Gregory, from the United Kingdom (UK). He is affectionately known as ‘Dr 

Dave’.  Serving as pastor in several churches, he has been Ministry Team Leader at Croxley 

Green Baptist Church just north of London since 2010.  He recently served as Baptist     

Union of Great Britain President 2018-19…. He runs science activities in the Messy Church 

in Croxley Green.  As “Dr Dave” he edited the 2017 book “Messy Church Does Science” 

and continues to co-ordinate projects which use science experiments to help families to 

explore the wonder of science and faith.    

  

Rev’d Greg Ross from the Uniting Church in Australia.   He is the senior minister Bunbury 

St Augustine Uniting Church in Western Australia and has  been running a vibrant and 

popular Messy Church congregation for the last seven years. Greg is also a member of the 

Australian National Messy Church team. 

We have a number of well known New Zealand presenters  and we can assure you that 

there will be  plenty of interesting and challenging workshops and presentations.   

Details  of the program, topics and presenters will be included in our registration form 

soon to be on our website.  www.messychurch.nz 

 



 

 

 

 

 

M e s s y  C h u r c h   

N a t i o n a l   

C o n f e r e n c e s  2 0 2 0  

 Save the Date : 

North Island February 14, 15      2020  
South Island February  21, 22    2020  

Where 

North Island—Keswick Christian Camp  
Holden’s Bay Rotorua  

South Island –All Soul’s Merivale Christchurch   
 Register your interest at 

carrole@messychurch.nz 

 

Suitable for those just thinking about Messy Church 

through to those  more experienced, seeking  follow on 

support and ideas!! Remember your young leaders too! 

 

Registration forms will be available on our website soon 

www.messychurch.nz 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 Regional Coordinators  

Our present Messy Church Regional Coordinators and contact emails are as 

follows: 

Claire Wyeth - Auckland North Auckland - claire@cots.org.nz 

Jocelyn Czerwonka - Waikato, Bay of Plenty, Hawkes Bay,  

Eastlands - jocelyn@messychurch.nz 

Carrole Lewis - Kapiti, Palmerston North,Taranaki - carrole@messychurch.nz 

Diane Stevens - Wellington - Hutt Valley - diane@messychurch.nz 

Angela Brown - Canterbury - angela@messychurch.nz 

Richard Stevens - Nelson - Marlborough,  

Otago - Southland - richard@messychurch.nz 

These Regional Coordinators are there as your first point of  

contact and support of your Messy Church. 

mailto:claire@cots.org.nz
mailto:jocelyn@messychurch.nz
mailto:carrole@messychurch.nz
mailto:diane@messychurch.nz
mailto:angela@messychurch.nz
mailto:richard@messychurch.nz

